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This anadogy tells us that there is no difference in nature
between socialism and social-democracy. The difference is
only in degree. In the USSR and everywhere in the socialist
world, the predators exterminated their prey, a least those
who did not manage to flee the country, so the predators
ended up starving. Social-democratic states were clever
enough not to scare off all the “caribous’ and keep enough
of them alive, so that the ruling class could prosper.

The politica environment however is changing before our
eyes. Social-democratic economies are not growing as
steadily as they were, and joining the predators’ class is seen
as the short and safe way to make a living. Families want
their daughters to land a job a a Ministry, farmers demand
subsidies, industrialists beg for tariff protections, the elderly
want higher pensions ...

Every dominant class throughout history has faced this de-
mand from outsiders to share in the loot. At first, the ex-
ploiters found ways to restrict entry. For instance,
participation in the class of feudal lords came by birth only.
But sooner or later, the dominant class had to give in to
alies’ and dependants’ pressure. Athens had to integrate its
meteques, its resident aliens; too many colonials became
Roman citizens (think of the Apostle Paul); in France, under
Louis XV, as state coffers were emptying, the King smply
auctioned off access to the noble ranks ...

The present ruling class is even more vulnerable. It finds it
impossible to restrain the number of predators, as new en-
tries are conferred not by birth, but by an examination. This
method of selecting predators on the basis of expertise was
what the Enlightenment considered its highest achievement:
“La carrieére ouverte aux talents ...” Not the scions of
ancient families, but the ablest citizens, whatever their social
origin, would rule the country. Of course, these new rulers,
as they took over public education, would make sure the
curriculum would favour their own kin. You seldom see an
ambassador’s son working on a factory line, and there are
not many factory worker’s sons who make it to an ambassa
dorship. It is a defining characteristic of a ruling class that
it perpetuates itself through generations. The problem for
the present ruling class, however, as Marx anticipated, is
again technological innovation. As the economy evolves
from the Machine Age to the Information Age, it requires
better qualified people, not illiterate factory line workers.
Information Age workers are people who have the capacity
to pass al the barriers for admission to the ruling class. So
the number of predators is swelling. It is the ruling class
“internal contradiction”.

DEMOCRACY

Of course, this is not the only problem the exploiting class is
facing. Its other worry is that the ideology which supports
its legitimacy, the Enlightenment philosophy, also supports
the political regime known as democracy.

Democracy’s perversity is that it turns all of us into accom-
plices of the violence exerted against society. We accept
this violence inasmuch as we hope to become the oppressors
ourselves. In a feudal society, it is clear who are the op-
pressors, and who are the victims, because you are born into
one camp or into the other, as | mentioned earlier. You are
born a slave or a serf, and all your life, you remain an inno-
cent victim of your oppressors.

The democratic process blurs this line between villains and
victims. It gives everyone an easy chance to take part in

oppression. Every time we cast our vote, we are signifying
that we wish to take control over part of the population, that
we want to impose upon these men and women our ideas
and values and we want to extort from them the financia
means to achieve our own goals. Democracy is the system
that perverts every individua’s soul and turns every man
and woman into a racketeer.

With the conjunction of democratic racketeering and an in-
flating ruling class, the burden on the exploited masses is
becoming unbearable. Exploitation is naked and brutish.
Even ideology soon will not be able to explain away why
we are ransomed.

THE BIG LIE

Yet the ruling class ideology has done a good job so far,
when you think of it. It has made us believe that without
the state, roads would not be built, the poor would suffer in
the streets, hospitals would not be funded, and no one would
write theatre plays any more ... On radio and television
channels, in the newspapers, at schools and in universities,
at churches, everywhere, we are told that democracy is the
only viable regime; that “social justice” is the common
good; that it is morally acceptable to coerce any individual if
it is for the collective good; that the end justifies the means;
that there are experts up there in government, who are tak-
ing care of our well-being, who know better than we do
what is good for us, if only we would let them ...

Conservative ideologues maintain that class struggle does
not exist any longer, we are all middle-class now ... Leftist
ideologues still believe in this idea that we are exploited, but
exploitation, they say, comes from the rich, from multina-
tionals, from Wall Street financiers and Swiss bankers ... No
one ever mentions that the exploiters are the state bureau-
cracy and its lackeys, the military-industrial complex, subsi-
dised farmers and industridists, living off funds extorted
from the productive masses.

Such blindness is amazing. On my left, you have a class of
people with guns. They run the army, the police and justice,
they control the media through broadcasting licenses, they
exert censorship. All the means at their disposal come from
taxation, your revenues and savings extorted literally at gun
point.’> On my right, you have multinationals and small en-
trepreneurs, productive workers and creators ... They bring
you the food you consume, they build your houses, they
connect you to telephone networks and television channdls,
they supply you with clothes, they manufacture your auto-
mobiles and your computers, they are so afraid that you
would stop buying their goods, which you can do a any
time, that they spend zillions advertising them on glossy
paper and video clips.

Now, who are the exploiters? The people with guns, right,
the people who offer you nothing you wish to have, or they
would have no need to confiscate your money in order to
produce it, the extortionists? Wrong. The exploiters are the
capitalists. Isn't it a feat of genius on the ideologues part
that they have us believe the exploiters are the producers,
the creators, the providers, of the goods you enjoy buying?

The bigger a lie, the more completely it is believed. In a
Francois Truffaut film, there is a schoolboy who arrives late
in class. He knows the teacher won't believe a story about
trains running late, bus accidents, and the usual excuses. So
he makes a sad face and declares. “My mother has just
died.” The whole school assembles immediately and offers



sympathy; no one suspects this tragic death could be a lie.
Political lies have to be so gross as to be believed.

THE VANGUARD OF THE PRODUCTIVE CLASS

Will oppression last forever? Marx tells us ruling classes
get overthrown when the productive classes become con-
scious of their exploitation as a class. Class consciousness
can be raised by the action of an avant-garde, by people who
are already themselves class-conscious and who militate in-
side an organisation to lead the productive masses towards
their liberation. The conditions for this liberation are ful-
filled if, a the same time, a mgjor technological revolution
debases the ruling class power.

A technological revolution, as you are well aware, is in full
swing. | don’'t need to reiterate to you, wired people, the
many ways by which the information revolution is shattering
the nation-state. It is interesting, however, to note, as Lenin
pointed out, that the ruling class aways co-operates uncon-
sciously in its own demise, this time by alowing such devel-
opments as higher education, multiculturalism, globalisation,
the internet ...

Nevertheless, don’t expect people who have enjoyed politi-
ca power, privileges, life employment, to give it al away
gracefully. Ruling classes of the world are uniting to control
our creative activities and our life, from banning crypto-
graphy to persecuting drug users and producers. Ruling
classes are uniting to prevent tax avoidance; they call it “tax
harmonisation’. Can you imagine the directors of the lar-
gest oil companies or the largest airlines getting together to
decide on “price harmonisation”? Every trust buster would
be gunning at them. This is what exploitation is about. An
exploiter makes his own laws and does not need to obey
them. The defining characteristic of exploitation is when
people are not equal before the law. The master is not sub-
ject to the same law as the dave. Governments do not apply
their own laws, whether it is gun control or price fixing.
Expect the ruling classes to fight back, because they will.
Vicioudly.

Being a libertarian, therefore, may become a dangerous oc-
cupation. It is nonetheless a necessary one. Our libertarian
mission, | believe, is to make the creators of wealth and
beauty, the entrepreneurs and the productive workers, aware
of their exploitation as a class. Our caling, as the liberta-
rian vanguard of the oppressed, is to denounce the op-
pressors and to deconstruct their ideology.

We can engage in this endeavour with enthusiasm and op-
timism: The future is ours. Governments will fight to retain
their privileges, but our societies are becoming too complex,
too global, to be structured in any other form than self-or-
ganisations. The economy and the arts require creators, not
subjects. They require “the free and equal association of
producers’, sharing ideas and trading services, co-operating
without political interference. So, who needs a state? All
the signs tell us the big moment has arrived. Thisisit. The
real thing. The classess and stateless society is possible and
is near.

Let me give Engels the last word:

The state, therefore, has not existed from all eternity.
There have been societies which have managed without
it, which had no notion of the state or state power. ... The
society which organises production anew on the basis of
the free and equal association of producers will put the
whole state machinery where it will then belong — into

the museum of antiquities, next to the spinning wheel
and the bronze axe.16

Thank you.

NOTES

1. One of the founders of the Mont Pélerin Society.

2. Hans Hermann Hoppe, a disciple of Murray Rothbard, origin-
ally published this article in the Journal of Libertarian Studies,
vol. IX, No. 2, Fal 1990. It was reprinted as Chapter 4 in his
The Economics and Ethics of Private Property (Boston, Kluwer
Academic Publishers). | read this article in a French trandation
by Francois Guillaumat, L’analyse de classe selon Marx et
selon I'école autrichienne. A digita version is available at:
http://myweb.worldnet.fr/~girodow/libres.htm

3. A digital version of the Manifesto may be found at http://www.
anu.edu.au/polsci/marx/classi cs/manifesto.html

4. A digital version of the Origin may be found at http://csf.Colo-
rado.EDU/psn/marx/Archive/1884/Family

5. Pierre Clastres, La Société contre |’ Etat, Paris, 1974. For an
English trandation, see www.amazon.com — Society Against
the Sate, Essays in Political Anthropology.

6. This ingtitution of the state, which seems to so many anthro-
pologists and historians a progress towards a higher level of
civilisation, was not at al perceived as such by the Athenians.
This is what Engels has to say about the Athenians' reaction:
“The Athenians ... ingtituted a police force simultaneously with
their state. But this gendarmerie consisted of daves. The free
Athenian considered police duty so degrading that he would
rather be arrested by an armed slave than himsdf have any
hand in such despicable work. That was ill the old gentile
spirit. The state could not exist without police, but the state
was gtill young and could not yet inspire enough moral respect
to make honourable an occupation which, to the older members
of the gens, necessarily appeared infamous.”

7. The cancerous growth of the gtate ruling class tells us some-
thing about the often discussed differences between classical
liberals and libertarians. Liberals are utopian, libertarians are
realigt. Liberas, such as Ayn Rand, advocate a “minimd state”;
they believe violence can be restrained. Libertarians have learnt
from past experiences, since the 19th century, that once out of
the box violence can never be put back in. Why, in fact, should
we ingtitutionaise even “a little violence’? Libertarians are not
only realists, they are moralists too.

8. For an introduction to the study of ideologies, see http://www.
aber.ac.uk/~dgc/marxism.html

9. Karl Marx, A Contribution to the Critique of Hegel's Philos-
ophy of Rights, http://csf.colorado.edu/cgi-bin/mfs/24/csf/web/
psn/marx/Archive/1844-Hegel /index.html

10. Karl Marx, The Poverty of Philosophy, http://csf.colorado.edu/
psn/marx/Archive/1847-pov.html  The book is a stinging reply
to Proudhon’s earlier treatise, Philosophy of Poverty. “By the
sweat of your brow, you will eat your food.” Book of Genesis,
3, 19.

12. Franz Oppenheimer, The Sate,. (I am quoting from memory, it
seems | have lost my copy of the book.)

13. The French state bureaucracy sets its own law. With its arrog-
ance and inaccountability, one can argue it functions less as a
ruling class than as an occupying army.

14. For a discussion of ecology and politics, see Davidson and
Rees-Mogg, The Sovereign Individual, Simon & Schuster, 1996.

15.If you bdieve taxes are voluntary contributions, just stop pa-
ying them and wait to see what happens.

16. Engels, Origin of Property, op. cit. Most of the books | have
used for preparing this paper are published in French. A good
introduction in English to Marxist studies is Thomas Sowell’s
Marxism, Philosophy And Economics. It may be ordered
through www.amazon.com or http://lai ssezfaire.org



